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Policy document for: Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 

Updated: Autumn 2025 

This policy forms part of the Trust Safeguarding and Child Protection policy and gives specific school 
actions in relation to their context. 

Linked guidance 

• Keeping Children Safe in Education 

Staff must remember contextual safeguarding  

When considering safeguarding incident or behaviour concerns, all assessments must consider 
whether wider environmental factors are present in a child’s life that are a threat to their safety 
and/or welfare. This is an approach to understanding and responding to children’s experiences of 
significant harm beyond their families. This includes online abuse. 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) mandatory reporting duty 
Whilst all staff will speak to the DSL with regard to any concerns about FGM, there is a specific legal 
duty on teachers. 
 
Section 5B of the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 (as inserted by section 74 of the Serious Crime 
Act 2015) places a statutory duty upon teachers in England and Wales, to personally report to the 
police where they discover that FGM appears to have been carried out on a girl. Staff are aware that 
family members must not be used as interpreters and that all familial links are identified (added Sept 
24) 
 
It will be rare for teachers to see visual evidence, and they should not be examining pupils, however 
teachers who do not personally report such concerns may face disciplinary sanctions.  
 
Further information on when and how to make a report can be found at: Mandatory reporting of 
female genital mutilation procedural information and FGM Mandatory reporting Duty Fact Sheet. 
Reporting should be carried out by calling 101. 
The DSL will complete the FGM e-Learning package (https://www.fgmelearning.co.uk/). The DSL will 
also ensure that information and training is made available as appropriate to all members of staff. This 
includes: 

• “FGM The Facts”: 
www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/482799/6_1587_
HO_MT_Updates_to_the_FGM_The_Facts_WEB.pdf  

• “FGM an Overview:” http://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/what-fgm-
2dd.pdf 

Links for further support: 

• https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/female-genital-mutilation-
fgm/ 

• https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/fgm-pocket-guide-v5-final.pdf 
leaflet of information for staff giving signs to look for 

• https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/abuse-safety/female-
circumcision-fgm-cutting/ to support children 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-genital-mutilation-procedural-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-genital-mutilation-procedural-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/496415/6_1639_HO_SP_FGM_mandatory_reporting_Fact_sheet_Web.pdf
https://www.fgmelearning.co.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/482799/6_1587_HO_MT_Updates_to_the_FGM_The_Facts_WEB.pdf
http://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/482799/6_1587_HO_MT_Updates_to_the_FGM_The_Facts_WEB.pdf
http://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/what-fgm-2dd.pdf
http://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/what-fgm-2dd.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/female-genital-mutilation-fgm/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/fgm-pocket-guide-v5-final.pdf
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/abuse-safety/female-circumcision-fgm-cutting/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/abuse-safety/female-circumcision-fgm-cutting/
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• https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/protecting-children/fgm 
Summary of the FGM mandatory reporting duty 

Traditional and local terms for FGM 

From the Home Office training, local terms for FGM are: 

  

International prevalence 

 
 

How we tackle FGM in our schools 

Although FGM takes place between birth and around 15 years old; it is believed that the majority of 
cases happen between the ages of 5 and 8. Since FGM can be carried out at any age, from new-born 
onwards, it is vital to be alert for any sign of potential FGM risk factors or signs. The age that this can 
happen varies depending on the ritual/customs of the village, region or belief system.  
 

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/protecting-children/fgm
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/496415/6_1639_HO_SP_FGM_mandatory_reporting_Fact_sheet_Web.pdf
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Risk factors include 

• Level of integration into UK society 

• Parents originate from a community known to practice FGM and/or information is shared of 
their intention to visit their country of origin 

• Familial history – especially sister 

• Girls withdrawn from RSE may be at risk 
 
Warning signs for FGM about to take place 

• Parents seek to withdraw their child from learning about FGM in the school 

• Older visitor from country of origin 

• Girls of school age taken abroad at the start of the summer holidays – be alert to talk about a 
long holiday abroad – or parents tell you they are removing their children from the country 
for a prolonged period 

• Girl discloses she is to have a ‘special procedure’ or ‘attend special occasion to become a 
woman’ 

Process undertaken 

• If there is any concern that FGM may be going to take place, a DSL will speak to a family 
member about any leave of absence request which is to a country where FGM is practised. 
There will be a consultation with Kent Education Safeguarding too, and this is part of our 
Statutory Duty in safeguarding.  

• The Consultation and the conversation with parent will then be recorded on CPOMS.  

• Staff are aware that family members should not be used as interpreters and that familial links 
are identified.  

Asking difficult questions 

When talking about FGM, professionals should: 
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Call the FGM Helpline 0800 028 3550 to discuss any concerns. 

Promoting pupil awareness 

The curriculum is used to promote body safety for all children and FGM is taught as part of our RSE 
curriculum. 

Indications that FGM has taken place 

• Difficulty walking, sitting or standing 

• Spending longer in the toilet 

• Lengthy absence from class with bladder or menstrual problems 

• Frequent urinary or menstrual problems 

• Prolonged or repeated absence from school 

• Noticeable behaviour changes 

• Particular reluctant to undergo medical examinations 

• Asking for help but vague about the problem (embarrassment or fear) 
 

• If you discover that a pupil has undergone has undergone FGM then you MUST refer the case 
directly to the Police. This is not transferable to a DSL – the DSL will support you through direct 
reporting processes 

• Speak immediately to a DSL who will consult with Kent Education Safeguarding.  

• Everything must be recorded on CPOMS 
 


